Words and Music in Aboriginal Song. Course outline

1 Introduction

2 Role of singing in Aboriginal society
2.1 Aboriginal socio-linguistic groups
2.2 Role of singing in Central Australian Aboriginal society
2.3 The verb ‘to sing’ in Arandic languages
2.4 Origin of songs
2.5 Relationship to cosmology Altyerre (A) / Jukurrpa (W) ‘Law, Creation time’
2.6 Ceremony: the prototypical context for singing
2.6.1 Kinship
2.6.2 Country and Place
2.6.3 Traditional and contemporary contexts for ceremonial performance
2.6.4 Awelye /yawulyu - a women’s public ceremonial genre
2.6.5 Ceremony is multi-modal
2.6.6 Hierarchical structure of ceremony
3 How meaning is conveyed
3.1 Visual design, movement and sound
3.2 Words in songs: vocabulary
3.3 Broader significances
4 Formal properties of song - akerte
4.1 Language
4.1.1 Vocabulary
4.1.2 Syntax
4.1.3 Linguistic variety
4.1.4 Poetic devices
4.2 Musical rhythm
4.2.1 Beat
4.2.2 Meter
4.2.3 Grouping
4.2.4 Durational categories
4.2.5 Rhythmic cells
4.3 Setting words to music (text-setting)
4.4 Setting words to musical rhythm: matching rules
4.4.1 No melismas
4.4.2 Prosodic groups should align with rhythmic groups
4.4.3 Duration in speech = duration in rhythm
4.4.4 Prominant syllables should align with strong beats
4.4.5 Note attack should align with syllable onset
4.4.6 Repair strategies when rules conflict
4.5 Musical pitch - ikwa ‘melodic contour’
4.6 Setting rhythmic text to the melodic contour
5 Summary
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Bloomington: University of Indiana Press.

Rhythm, meter and poetic form (general)
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Hayes B 2008 ‘Textsetting as Constraint Conflict’ in Jean-Louis Aroui & Andy Arleo (eds)
Towards a typology of poetic forms Amsterdam: John Benjamins.
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Barwick L 2003 ‘Tempo bands, metre and rhythmic mode in Marri Ngarr “Church Lirrga”
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Barwick L 2005 ‘Performance, aesthetics, experience: thoughts on Yawulyu Mungamunga
songs’ in E Mackinlay, D Collins & S Owens (eds) Aesthetics and Experience in Music
Performance London: Cambridge Scholars Press: 1-18.

Barwick L, B Birch & N Evans 2007 ‘Iwaidja Jurtbirrk songs: Bringing language and music
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Treloyn S 2007 ‘Flesh with Country: juxtaposition and minimal contrast in the melodic
treatment of jadmi song texts’ Australian Aboriginal Studies 2: 90-99.
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